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Having assumed the role of SSEE Chair since March this year, I am pleased to report 
considerable progress on a number of fronts. This is with full recognition that as volunteers 
with busy professional lives and commitments, members invest considerable effort into the 
Society, both at state and national level. Through collaboration the challenge of delivering on 
our commitments does not become too burdensome for individual members of the Board. 
Rather it provides an opportunity for us to collectively contribute in a sustainable and 
rewarding manner and in a way that allows us to help facilitate a step change in role that 
engineers can play towards a more environmentally and socially sustainable society. A heart-
felt thank to you all for your efforts. 
 
Strategic Plan 
SSEE has initiated the development of a strategic plan that will serve to provide a direction for 
the Society’s initiatives into the future. Given the rapidly increasing scope of sustainability and 
environmental activity that is occurring across all areas of Government, Commerce and 
Industry, as well as community, some mechanism is required to assist SSEE maintain its focus 
and stay true to the purpose of SSEE.  The core domains, which also align with those adopted 
by Engineers Australia, are: 

• Community Engagement 
• Body of Knowledge and Professional Development 
• Leadership & Influence 
• Recognition and Membership 

A draft version of the Strategic Plan, with objectives, actions and performance indicators 
against each strategy, has been prepared by members of the SSEE Board. It is currently 
under review before being finalised and then published on the SSEE website. 
 
Sustainability Survey 
Discussions are underway with EA regarding the best way to take this forward. 
 
Technical Society Events & Activities 
Technical Seminars continue to be held on a regular basis across all chapters and this 
provides an interesting cross-section of topics of interest to members. Less activity has been 
occurring in Victoria this year (usually a very active local committee) which is going through a 
rebuilding stage. South Australia holds technical sessions intermittently with the State 
representative on maternity leave. With EA’s support, SSEE has signed a MOU with EIANZ 
(South East Qld Division) agreeing to promote each other’s events. This same approach may 
be applied across other states. 
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Sustainability Portal and Website 
This last year has seen considerable progress with the SSEE portal and members now have 
the ability via their membership number to login to the portal. It provides a summary of Events, 
the National Conference, Publications, Awards, each Chapter’s activities, committee member’s 
details and other links and information. 
 
Climate Change Code Red Workshops 
Over 2009 and early 2010 a series of climate change workshops were held in each state. 
There was a consensus by members and participants on the key themes that warranted 
further action. These are: Energy Production and Distribution, Community Awareness & 
Engagement, and Urban Infrastructure. 
 
Doug Hargreaves (National President, Engineers Australia) has endorsed the findings, stating 
that they align with EA policy on Sustainability and carbon emissions. The SSEE board is 
considering seeking further discussion with EA  on how best to progress these through 
Engineers Australia and Government channels, collaboration with other groups, and alignment 
with SSEE’s Strategic plan. 
 
The Environmental Engineer Journal 
This year has seen the publication of an attractive colour journal and the securing of a major 
sponsorship arrangement. Further discussion is underway to determine the most effective 
means of collating, preparing and distributing the journal to members, whilst also encouraging 
contributions to the journal on a regular basis. 
 
National Student award 
Applications for the national student awards close shortly, with a number of nominations 
having been received. The successful entry will be announced later this year, with the formal 
presentation to be made at the national conference in 2011. 
 
Sustainability Assessment training 
The training package developed for SSEE from several years ago is being revisited to assess 
it value, IP ownership and potential relevance/application for members. 
 
Policy Development 
Discussions have been held with Engineers Australia to allow SSEE to better understand the 
process for developing position papers and policy documents, so that SSEE can be more 
proactive in providing input. 
 
2011 SSEE Conference Update (QLD) 
Progress is well underway with arrangements for the 2011 National Conference. Seed funding 
arrangements are being made with Engineers Australia, the marketing package, potential 
target speakers list and catalyst to support a membership drive. 
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